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Variety — hollow metal 


since 1892 

Variety Fire Door Company has specialized 
in the manufacture of fine quality, custom 
built steel doors since 1892. As early as 1905 
it began testing its doors at the Under¬ 
writers Laboratories for fire resistance, and 
has pioneered in this field for almost half a 
century. Today, as the result of many 
years of experience in the construction 
industry it offers to Architects, engineers 
and building owners an unexcelled en¬ 
gineering, manufacturing, and consulta¬ 
tion service in the design and production of 
labeled fire doors. 

COMPLETE CUSTOM SERVICE 

Variety built doors are the product of 
years of research and new design. All prod¬ 
ucts sold under Variety name are manu¬ 
factured exclusively on the company prem¬ 
ises, .and specialized departments devote 
their entire time to each type of product 
listed in this catalogue. 


Pressed Steel Frames 



a few of many outstanding VARIETY 
door installations 


Hollow Metal Doors 


PROJECT 

LOCATION 

1. 

Commonwealth Edison Co. 
Electric Generating Stations 

Will County, 

Joliet, Illinois 

2. 

Ford Motor Company 

Aircraft Engine Division 

Chicago, Illinois 

3. 

Hinsdale High School 

Hinsdale, Illinois 

4. 

National Biscuit Co. 

Chicago, Illinois 

5. 

Studebaker Corporation 
Aircraft Jet Test Cells 

South Bend, Indiana 

6. 

Wheaton Community 

High School 

Wheaton, Illinois 

7. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Boston, Massachusetts 

8. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Denver, Colorado 

9. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Ft. Wayne, Indiana 

10. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Elizabeth, New Jersey 

11. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Highland Park, Michigan 

12. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Madison, Wisconsin 

13. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Memphis, Tennessee 

14. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

15. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Variety — hollow metal l£b 


Construction Details 
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Typical Door Designs 



SPECIFICATIONS 

(Hollow Metal Doors) 

• MATERIAL — Hollow metal doors shall be 
as manufactured by VARIETY FIRE 
DOOR CO., INC., Chicago 12, Illinois, 
of specific designs indicated on the draw¬ 
ings. Doors shall be constructed of high¬ 
est quality cold rolled, patent leveled, 
sheet steel, in strict accordance with the 
finest workmanship practises. 

• FLUSH DOORS — Flush design both sides, 
1 y^" thick, not less than 18 U. S. gauge. 
Doors to be welded at all corners and 
reinforced full height by continuous stiff¬ 
eners. Sound deadening material (rock 
wool bats, aircell asbestos, cork or equal) 
to be placed between each stiffener. Pro¬ 
visions shall be made for glass panels and 
louvers of size shown on drawings, with 
mouldings and shapes of VARIETY 
standard design. 

• PANEL DOORS — Stiles and rails to be 
formed of not less than 18 U. S. gauge 
stretcher level steel, with composition in¬ 
serts to deaden metallic sound. Panel 
filler to be J4" hard asbestos board. All 
joints to be continuously welded and 
ground to perfect smoothness. 

• HARDWARE — Hollow metal doors shall 
be accurately mortised and reinforced for 
all required hardware, and shall be drilled 
and tapped to receive mortise hardware. 
For surface applied items such as closers, 
stops, escutcheons, kick-plates, etc., doors 
shall be reinforced but all drilling and 
tapping shall be done in the field. 

• UNDERWRITERS' LABEL CONSTRUCTION 

— Furnished when required. 

• FINISH — All materials shall be given a 
degreasing and rust inhibiting (phos¬ 
phoric) wash followed by a mineral fill 
baked on and sanded. Metal primer shall 
consist of two coats of baked on rust 
resisting paint. (ALTERNATE—Where 
specified, hollow metal doors shall be 
given a baked enamel finish, each coat 
baked on and sanded smooth. Final coat 
to be rubbed to an eggshell gloss finish.) 



VARIETY FIRE DOOR CO., INC. 


CHICAGO 12, ILLINOIS 




















































































































VARIETY — standard door details 






R H 
Right Hand 

HANDS OF DOORS 

The hand of a door is determined 

by the exterior or key side 


r^c 

L H 

Left Hand 


L H R 
Left Hand 
Reverse Bevel 


W: 

R H R 
Right Hand 
Reverse Bevel 


3_^-C 


R H - ACTIVE 


L H - ACTIVE 


L H R - ACTIVE 


RHR. ACTIVE 
* DENOTES KEY SIDE 






















































































































































VARIETY — standard door details 



CONCEALED AUTOMATIC 
DOOR BOTTOM 



DRIP MOLD 



WEATHER STRIP THRESHOLD 




LIGHT-PROOF LOUVRE 



ADJUSTABLE LOUVRE 




DOUBLE ACTING MEETING STILES 











































































































Variety — pressed steel frames 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

(Pressed Steel Frames & Trim) 

• MATERIAL — Combination steel door frames and trim to 
be as manufactured by VARIETY FIRE DOOR CO., 
INC., Chicago 12, Illinois. Material to be of prime qual¬ 
ity, 12, 14 and 16 U. S. gauge cold rolled sheet steel. 

• CONSTRUCTION — Frames to be formed in profiles shown 
on drawings, with all edges true and sharp. Head and 
jambs to be fully mitered, continuously welded, and 
ground off smooth. Reinforcements shall be of not less 
than 10 gauge steel, accurately drilled and tapped to re¬ 
ceive mortise template hardware. Drilling and tapping for 
surface hardware shall be done in the field. 

Removable steel spreaders are to be welded to the bottom 
of the jambs to insure safe shipment and perfect align¬ 
ment. 

• ANCHORS — Not less than 3 anchors for each jamb shall 
be provided to suit wall conditions. Floor anchor clips 
are to be welded to bottom of each jamb and provided 
with holes for securing to floor. 

• UNDERWRITERS LABELS — Furnished when required. 

• FINISH — All materials shall be given a degreasing and 
rust inhibitive (phosphoric) wash and given a coat of 
rust inhibitive primer baked on. 
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0' TO 3' ADJUSTMENT 


All VARIETY Frames Are 
Factory Welded And 
Assembled - Ready 
For Immediate 
Installation. 


VARIETY FIRE DOOR CO., INC. 


CHICAGO 12, ILLINOIS 












































































































































































RIETT — aluminum counter doors 


EXTRUDED 

ALUMINUM 

ROLLING 

DOORS 



Face of Wall 
Mounted 
V-100W 



Under Lintel 
Mounted 
V — 150L 


Here is VARIETY’S dramatic new aluminum rolling 
counter door. It meets all the demand for a smart, trim 
product that blends with today’s architecture . . . from 
its distinctive beauty and adaptable design to its rugged 
“inner-core” construction. 

From VARIETY’S long experience (over 60 years) in 
fabricating rolling doors, has come the engineering tech¬ 
nique to create the counter door that insures flawless 
opening and closing . . . year after year . . . without main¬ 
tenance worries. 

VARIETY counter doors are made of only the finest 
extruded aluminum alloys, with unexcelled "alumilite” 
finish for lasting service ... no unsightly rust or chipped 
paint, no corrosion. 

Simple to install in a minimum of space, the VARIETY 
rolling door is ideal for cafeterias, concession booths, 
postoffice windows, hotel lobbies—and wherever security 
and striking appearance are expected. 


SPECIFICATIONS — 


CURTAIN — To be formed of finest extruded alu¬ 
minum alloy, flat faced interlocking slats 1 % * wide 
with a depth of crown of not less than Thick¬ 

ness of material not less than .048". Alternate slats 
to be fitted with cadmium plated endlocks to hold 
curtain in perfect alignment. Bottom bar shall be 
extruded aluminum to harmonize with curtain. 

BARREL — Curtain to coil around a steel casing 
of sufficient size to prevent deflection of curtain in 
excess of .03 inches per foot. Counterbalancing 
unit to be enclosed and to rotate on grease-sealed 
ball bearing units. 

COUNTERBALANCE — Counterbalance shall con¬ 
sist of oil tempered and heat treated helical torsion 
springs housed in steel pipe, shop-tested to over¬ 
load. 


HOOD — Aluminum hood of not less than 22 ga. 
shall be expertly formed to encase curtain roll. 

GUIDES — Extruded aluminum guides shall be of 
material, with sufficient depth of groove to re¬ 
tain curtain in guide. 

LOCKING DEVICE — Curtain shall have aluminum 
slide bolts on the bottom bar. 

OPERATION — Doors 12'-0' wide and under shall 
be of push-up operation by means of handles lo¬ 
cated on bottom bar. Doors over 12'-0" wide shall 
be operated by means of a hand crank with a re¬ 
movable operating arm. 

FINISH — Curtain, guides, bottom bar and hood 
shall receive a satin alumilite finish after fabrica¬ 
tion. All other parts shall be given a shop coat of 
aluminum paint. 































Variety - metal clad fire doors 
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Variety labeled tin clad and metal clad fire doors are 
furnished with complete automatic hardware, in 2 or 3 
ply, white pine or fir wood cores, and bear Underwriters’ 
Labels for Class “A”-“B”—“C”-“D” or “E” open¬ 
ings. They are economical in cost, and an all-purpose 
fire door. 

Two general Series are available: 

Eureka “A” Series—A standard Tin clad door with 
metal covering secured to wood core by vertical and 
horizontal, nailed outside lock Seams. 

Eureka “G” Series—A flush type metal clad door, 
with a covering No. 24 gauge galvanized steel sheets, 
secured to wood core by nailed vertical lock seams. 
Both series are furnished for the following class of labeled 
openings: 

Class A—3 ply wood core, tin clad or flush covering 
Class B—2 ply wood core, tin clad or flush covering 
Class C-D-E 2 ply wood core, tin clad or flush covering 

types 

EUREKA “A” and EUREKA “G” doors are de¬ 
signed to slide along the wall or swing from the 
jamb. Swing doors are available in singles or pairs 
with Labeled structural frames. Horizontal sliding 
doors equipped with level or inclined track, are 
available as single sliding units and as center parting 
(double) sliding doors. Details for doors to be used 
in locations requiring either single or compound 
vertical slide-up installations are available upon 
request. 


underwriter's labels 


class 

location 

type of door 

maximum 
opening sizes 

hardware 

glass 

single 

pairs 

A 

Class “A” 
Firewalls 

3 Ply Door 
Both Sides 
of Wall 

Not to Ex¬ 
ceed 120 
Sq. Ft. 

Not to Ex¬ 
ceed 120 
Sq. Ft. 

Fuse Link 
Automatic 

No 

B 

Vertical 

Shafts 

2 Ply Door 
One Side 
of Wall 

Swing 60 
S.F.; Slide 
80 S.F. 

Swing 80 
S.F.; Slide 
80 S.F. 

Fire Door 
Hdw. Auto. 
Closing Opt. 

100 

Sq. In. 

c 

Corridor 
and Room 
Partitions 

2 Ply Door 
One Side 
of Wall 

Swing 60 
S.F.; Slide 
80 S.F. 

Swing 80 
S.F.; Slide 
80 S.F. 

Same as 
Class 

“B” 

Each Light 
Not to Ex¬ 
ceed 1296 
Sq. In. 

D 

Exterior 
Walls Se¬ 
vere and 
Moderate 

2 Ply Door 
One Side 
of Wall 

Swing 40 
S.F. 

Swing 60 
S.F. 

Same as 
Class 

“B” 

Each Light 
Not to Ex¬ 
ceed 500 
Sq. In. 


NOTES: Fire doors exceeding above opening sizes carry special oversize labels . 



VARIETY FIRE DOOR CO., INC. 


CHICAGO 12, ILLINOIS 


























































































































Variety — metal clad fire doors 


CENTER OF HANGERS INDENTICAL 



3 HANGER FOR 



architect’s specifications 

Tinclad or Metalclad doors shall be of Eureka “A” or Eureka “G” 
series as manufactured by Variety Fire Door Company, 
Chicago, Illinois, as indicated on the plans in the door schedule 
showing size, slide or swing and thickness. 

Doors shall consist of wood cores, covered by metal as required 
by the Underwriters’ Laboratories and shall bear their label. 
The type of label furnished shall be determined by the ruling 
of the National Board of Fire Underwriters for the situation in 
which the doors occur. 


Frames of type and size as called for in the door schedule shall be 
furnished, swinging door frames shall have door stop YY deep. 

All hardware necessary for manual operation, including fuse 
link automatics, is to be included in this specification. All 
hardware attached to doors and frames shall be applied in the 
factory. This includes latches, hinge lugs, latch nosings, and auto¬ 
matic sheaves for swing doors; and chafing strips, handles, etc. 
for sliding doors. Fuse link automatics are included in this con¬ 
tract. All counter weights are to be enclosed in steel weight 
boxes. All doors, frames, tracks and hardware shall receive a 
prime shop coat of paint in factory. 
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VARIETY — metal partitions 
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A NEW DIMENSION 
IN 

METAL PARTITIONS 




HOSPITAL CUBICLES 




MODERNLINE FULL-HEIGHT 
PARTITIONS-MOVABLE- 
ECONOMICAL-PERMANENT 


For information on VARIETY'S full line of contemporary-styled metal partitions write to 
Main Office . 


VARIETY FIRE DOOR CO., INC. 


CHICAGO 12, ILLINOIS 















































































Variety bumper doors 

This light weight, easy swinging door is furnished complete with hardware and channel 
frame in sizes from 6'0* x 7'0* to 8'0* x lO'O*. It is especially adaptable for use in loading 
dock areas where heat loss from outside exposure is an appreciable factor. The door panels 
are constructed of laminated plywood, 1 Y" thick, adequately reinforced at stiles and 
rails, cut out and prepared for vision panels and protected by 4 , 0* high kick plates both 
sides. Bull nosings or rubber nosings at meeting rails provide weather protection. Heavy 
duty spring hinges attach door panels to channel frame, insuring simple installation, easy 
action and rigid construction. 

specifications for bumper doors 

Doors, frames and hardware shall be furnished as a unit to insure proper fit and operation. 
Doors shall be 1 YY thick and constructed of two sheets of plywood and reinforcing strips 
as detailed. Each face of door shall be covered to a height of 4'0* with 16 Gauge steel 
over entire width. 

In addition to above, each face of door shall have 12 Gauge steel kick plates 1' 10' high 
over entire wridth. Meeting rails of doors shall be protected by bull nose metal bumper 
rails, backed by hardwood to a height of 4'0*, and by metal and rubber nosings for 
remaining height of door. 

Hinges shall be “Chicago” type, high duty spring hinges C.S.l, one pair to each leaf 
shall be applied to all openings not exceeding 7'0* in width and 8'0* in height, and \}4 
pairs to each leaf on openings of greater dimensions. 

Frames shall be constructed of channel jambs and head, with a minimum width of 6', 
lK'xlK*' spacer channels and 2* x X* bar for hinge reinforcement running full height 
of door. Frames shall extend from floor to ceiling on tile walls and shall be anchored 
securely at these points to insure rigid door support. Adjustable anchors shall be furnished 
at jambs for attachment to wall. 

Each door shall be provided with 12*" x 10* wire glass vision panels. Doors and frames 
shall receive a prime coat of paint in factory. 



On-the-job Assistance 

Through the services of its engineering department, Variety offers to the Architect, 
Engineer, and Builder an on-the-job assistance on any building project from plan¬ 
ning-stage to completion. 

Door engineers of thorough training and experience with all types of door applica¬ 
tions are on call to consult with architects. 

A Variety—“Hand Book of Standard Door Details,” covering solutions to special 
problems of clearance and installation, not shown in this catalogue is available 
upon request. 


VARIETY FIRE DOOR CO., INC. — pioneers in the design and construction 
of labeled fire doors — has continuously served the construction industry for over 
60 years. Practical experience and manufacturing skill assure the Architect and 
Builder a product of high quality and reliability. 


Write For The Sales Representative In Your State — 

To VARIETY FIRE DOOR CO., INC. — 2958 W. Carroll Ave. — Chicago 12, Ill. 
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